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Robbinsdale Middle School, grades 6-8, is a public school located in Robbinsdale Area School District #281, a
suburban district northwest of Minneapolis, Minnesota. It partner high school for grades 9 and 10 is Robbinsdale
Cooper.

RMS'’s Middle Years Program was originally authorized at Sandburg Middle, which closed in 2009. Once an IB
program within a school, Robbinsdale Middle is in the process of moving to a full-school program, with an Honors
MYP level at each grade. In the fall of 2010, this process will be complete. The RMS school population is
approximately 1450 students; 52% report as minority and approximately 52% qualify for free or reduced lunch.

Robbinsdale Middle has dedicated itself to diverse, progressive and inclusive learning programs. Over the past
decade, larger populations of immigrant and refugee families have moved to the northwest suburbs. As a result,
RMS has proudly and confidently reflected an increasingly diverse student population with an ever-growing
English Language Learner (ELL) program. Students from 53 countries (first or second generation) are currently
represented in the school. Seventy-seven international flags are a testimony to the countries of students who
have attended RMS. The school’s progressive curricula and dedicated staff have embraced the changing student
demographic.

Since 1999, the original site has hosted and implemented the district’s International Baccalaureate Middle Years
Program [IBMYP] whose curriculum, objectives and philosophy comply with the highest international educational
standards. The program was authorized in 2004.

There are two levels to the MYP at RMS: Honors IBMYP, for highly motivated students, and IBMYP. Both programs
offer the full range of IB philosophy and practice.

Change in reputation because of MYP: Robbinsdale Middle and Cooper High were looking for a challenging and
balanced academic program that would attract and maintain capable students. MYP has contributed to
stabilizing and enriching its diverse population, and offering new opportunities for student development.
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Change in school culture because of IB: MYP is an international program; consequently, it promotes cultural
awareness and appreciation, tolerance of differences, strong communication skills, content knowledge and
multiple perspectives of world issues and events, and setting and achieving high personal and academic
standards. Teachers who instruct MYP students report that “the blinders have come off” both students and
teachers. The program contributes significantly to the entire school through curriculum development and
integration, teaching practices, a human rights curriculum, community service, and assessment practices.

How are IB students engaged in the life of the school? MYP students are among the most involved students in
both schools, taking part in every club, activity, organization and sport. They also have a rich extra-curricular
and after-school life, participating in private music lessons, civic organizations, volunteering, plays, contests,
and so on.

From where do students come to attend the program? Students come from all nine elementary schools, two
middle schools, and two high schools (for the 9-10 classes) in the Robbinsdale district, and from private and
public schools in other metro districts on an open enrollment basis, as space allows. Once they come, they tend
to stay for the duration of the program.

Parent Involvement? Like their students, IB parents tend to be positive and productive contributors to the school
culture. There is an MYP Parent Advisory Group (PAC) at both schools that meets monthly with the
coordinators to share ideas and suggestions for the program. They run parent nights to inform and
give/garner support for program activities and policies; they plan and host events, such as an annual welcome
picnic for new MYP students and fundraisers for items or activities that enhance the curriculum, and they
advocate for the program at all levels.

Do you have an application process? While RMS is in the process of changing to a full-school MYP format, we
currently use an application process for the more rigorous Honors MYP. The application in_




